CHAPTER XV

THE ENGLISH REBEL

FRED JACKSON was once a strong admirer
of George Lansbury, the present leader of
His Majesty's Opposition. Jackson was a
working man, born in Hull, and in his younger days
was consumed by that zeal to do something for his
fellow men which is the hall mark of many ardent
and very sincere Communists, In his early youth,
Jackson's humanitarian feelings found outlet in
evangelical circles, but politics claimed him, and he
became an extreme member of the Labour Party.
His wandering feettookhim eventually to Russia, after
he had experienced many corners of the Capitalist
globe, and found no place where he was content to stay.
The outbreak of the Great War found him a
confirmed pacifist. He had two sons, and so deter-
mined was he that they should not be conscripted
that he made desperate efforts to escape with them
to America. He approached many well-known
people with pacifist views who could do nothing for
him, but eventually the veteran Communist, Tom
Mann, arranged things in some mysterious manner
and all three secured admission to the United States
of America,
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